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impossible, Gambetta was ready for joint action with Great
Britain and wanted to discuss armed intervention, but his fall
on i February brought Freycinet into power, and Bismarck
became more and more critical of France. When Lord Dufferin
reported that the Northern Powers were in favour of the status
quo and held the existing position should not be altered except
by arrangement between all the Powers and the Sultan, Lord
Ampthill was afraid that this only too well represented German
policy.1 In view of this, Lord Granville suggested that the
European Concert, with the Sultan, should be brought into
action, a proposal which the French Government were prepared
to consider.

Bismarck discussed the proposal with both Ambassadors.
To Lord Ampthill he said he was in favour of an exchange of
views, and thought that England and France had acquired a
diplomatic status quo which should not be disturbed. Hoping
that intervention would not be necessary, he held that, if it
were, the Sultan, as sovereign in Egypt, should take action, but
he would not block any action taken by the Powers in concert.2
He was rather more definite in his exchange of views with
CourceL He deprecated a hostile attitude towards Egyptian
agitators, unless supported by measures of coercion. If Turkish
action in Egypt would raise too many objections he would admit
the right of the two maritime Powers to be charged with the
maintenance of order if they so desired, and provided it was
understood that they were acting in the name of Europe. He
was personally convinced that isolated action on the part of
England and France could only lead to a friction between these
two Powers, which might endanger the prosperity of the whole
world. Courcel reminded him of the special interests of England
and France in Egypt and that from the time of the Congress of
Berlin onwards Bismarck himself had recognized the position,
but the Chancellor's only rejoinder was to reiterate the danger
of threats without coercion.3

The French, unwilling to adopt coercive measures them-
selves, were equally reluctant to see Turkey interfere. Lord
Granville was not so unwilling, but Challemel-Lacour set him-
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